
 
For those who attended the DESE SIMS meeting on Tuesday, Melissa highlighted 
the importance of verifying the accuracy of your data elements. As she explained, 
these data elements are crucial to calculating your foundation budget and directly 
affect your district's state aid. 
 
Below are some important Data Elements to check for accuracy (this information 
can be found on the state data (SIMS Data) page, as well as some individual tabs 
that hold this information): 
 

⇒ EL status 
⇒ Reason for Reporting 
⇒ Enrollment Status 
⇒ Reason for Enrollment 
⇒ All Special Education Data Elements 
⇒ 504 Status 
⇒ Chapter 74 status 

 

Ask the liaison in each category to confirm that the number of students is correct. 
Remind them that the data is a snapshot of October 1st. 

A few notes to help avoid errors: 

◊ Summer withdrawals *if a student completed the previous school year and 
did not return this year, enter a summer withdrawal for the student in this 
school year. (The start and end date should be the first day of your school 
year -not the first day of school) 

◊ Terms- be sure all your term dates are entered (school-terms) 
◊ School calendar - check your complete calendar for accuracy. Make sure the 

first day of school is reflected correctly and check that holidays, school 
breaks, and PD days have been entered.  

◊ The student’s SASID field must be complete. A student record will not be 
sent via SIF if it is incomplete or missing. *Note - if you requested a SASID 
from DESE and the field has not been populated, check to make sure 
DOE11, DOE12, and DOE13 are populated. 

 

 



 

 

Where can I find SIMS Data Elements in SchoolBrains? 

 

DOE001 - Locally Assigned Student Identifier (LASID)  
◊ Student record, main page 

DOE002 - State Assigned Student Identifier (SASID) 
◊ student record, main page 

AND/OR 
◊ student record, state data page 

DOE003 - First Name 
◊ student record, main page 

DOE004 - Middle Name 
◊ main page student record 

DOE005 - Last Name 
◊ main page student record 

DOE006 - Date of Birth 
◊ additional information tab student record 

AND/OR 
◊ state data (SIMS data) page 

DOE007 - Date of Birth Format 
◊ xx/xx/xxxx - student record, additional information tab  

AND/OR 
◊ Student record, state data (SIMS data) page 

DOE008 - City/Town of Birth 
◊ student record, additional information tab 

AND/OR 

◊ student record, state data (SIMS data) page 

DOE009 - Gender 
◊ student record, additional information tab  

AND/OR 



◊ student record, state data (SIMS data) page 

 

DOE010 - Race/Ethnicity 
◊ student record, additional information tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS data) page 

DOE011- Reason for Reporting 
◊ student record, main page 

AND/OR 

◊ enrollment tab; school year enrollment 

DOE012 - Enrollment Status at Time of Data Collection 
◊ student record, main page student 

AND/OR 

◊ enrollment tab; school year enrollment 

DOE013 - Reason for Enrollment 
◊ student record, main page 

AND/OR 

◊ enrollment tab; school year enrollment 

DOE014 - City/Town of Residence 
◊ student record, address tab 

AND/OR 

◊ student record, state data (SIMS data) 

DOE015 - School Identification Number 
◊ school admin, schools - see ID listed near the school name 

DOE016 - Grade Level 
◊ student record, enrollment tab--school year enrollment--update button to edit 

DOE017 - Days in Attendance 
◊ This is calculated by SchoolBrains based on the attendance record for the 

student.  

o To view the data: student record, enrollment tab, then attendance 
summary tab 



 

DOE018 - Days in Membership 
◊ This is calculated by SchoolBrains based on the enrollment start/end dates 

for the student. 

o To view the data, student record, enrollment tab, and attendance 
summary. 

DOE019 - Low-Income Status 
◊ student record, state data (SIMS data) 

DOE020 - Title I Participation 
◊ student record, state data (SIMS data) 

DOE021 - EL Students in their First Year in U.S. Schools 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS Data)-- EL tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS data) -- EL tab--LEP Page 

DOE022 - Immigrant Status 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE023 Country of Origin 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

AND/OR 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE024 First (Native Language) (Primary Language) 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

AND/OR 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE025 English Learner  
◊ state data add info tab 

AND/OR 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 



DOE026 English Learner Program Status 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

AND/OR 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE027 Program Code 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE028 Seal of Biliteracy 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

AND/OR 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE029 Member of Military Family 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

DOE030 Non-Instructional Title I Targeted Assistance Services 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

DOE031 Career Technical Education - Competency Attainment  
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE032 Special Education Placement, ages 3–5  
◊ student record, sped tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE033 High School Completer Plans  
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE034 Special Education Placement, ages 6–21 
◊ student record, sped tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE035 Career Technical Education - Type of Program  
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE036 Special Education - Nature of Primary Disability  
◊ student record, sped tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS Data) 



DOE037 Graduate, Completed Massachusetts Core Curriculum 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE038 Special Education - Level of Need  
◊ student record, sped tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE039 504 Plan Status 
◊ student record, sped tab 

DOE040 Special Education - Evaluation Results 
◊ student record, sped tab 

AND/OR 

◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE041 English Learner Student with Limited or Interrupted Formal 
Education (SLIFE)  
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE042 Career Technical Education – Single Parent Status  
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE043 Career Technical Education – State Designated CTE Program 
Participation  
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE044 Career Technical Education – Career Connections CTE Program 
Participation  
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE045 HQCCP Program Type 
◊ state data, additional information tab 

DOE046 Early College Partnership 
◊ student record, additional information tab 

DOE047 Industry-Recognized Credential 
◊ student record, certification tab 

DOE048 Industry-Recognized Credential 
◊ student record, sped tab 

 



DOE049 Industry-Recognized Credential 
◊ student record, sped tab 

DOE050 Early Childhood Experience  
◊ student record, additional information tab 

DOE051 ZIP Code  
◊ student record, address tab 

DOE052      Unexcused Student Absences  
◊ student record, attendance tab 

DOE053 Civics Project  
◊ student record 

o enrollment tab 
 school year enrollment 

• details tab 

DOE054 Days in Attendance Remote 
◊ student record 

o enrollment tab 
 school year enrollment 

• details tab 

DOE055 Days Absent Remote 
◊ student record 

o enrollment tab 
 school year enrollment 

• details tab 

DOE056 Supplemental Low-Income Indicator 
◊ state data (SIMS Data) 

DOE057 Innovation Career Pathway Sector  
◊ student record, additional information tab 

 

I need help with state reporting. Who do I call? 

If you need clarification on what an error means, please contact your DESE 
representative. If you require assistance in locating where to correct the error, call 
SchoolBrains. 

 



 

 

Resources - Error List and Handbook 

● https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/sims/default.html 

● In October, refer to the updated data handbooks and error lists to help with 
your data submissions.  

Email Us 

Support@SchoolBrains.com 

By Phone 

SchoolBrains Support: 

(508) 420-6400 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/sims/default.html
mailto:Support@SchoolBrains.com

